88 


Wharton on Sphacelation of the Male Organs. 
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Abt. X.— Sphacelation of the integuments of the Male Organs of Genera¬ 
tion, successfully treated. By W. L. Wharton, M. D., Surgeon, U. 

S. Army. • 

James Wallace, aged 31, carpenter by trade, temperate man, solicited 
my assistance at “Fort Gibson,” Ark., in August, 1840. Has been work¬ 
ing amongst the “ Cherokees” for the last few months, and the previous 
week, has had connection with a “squaw” during her period of menstrua¬ 
tion, neglecting the necessary precaution of ablution. 

I found on examination complete phimosis, total obstruction of the passage 
of urine, great distension of the cellular structure of the penis, and the scro¬ 
tum enlarged to a degree as almost to prevent his walking. This condition 
has existed three days. Failing in the first 12 hours to remove the phimosis 
by ordinary means, I had resort to a division in part, of the prepuce, at the 
same time relieving the distended scrotum by puncturing. 

The subsequent treatment proving ineffectual in checking the irritation, 
the progress of the case terminated in a few days in sphacelation of parts of 
the prepuce, glans penis, cellular structure of the penis, (with an opening 
into the urethra, or its upper surface, about one inch in rear of the glans, 
through which the urine freely passed,) and of the entire scrotum, followed 
almost immediately by sphacelation of the integuments of the right inguinal 
region. 

As may be imagined, the horrible appearance of the patient was enhanced 
by the quantity of maggots attacking the sphacelated parts. 

Doubtful at first of the success of any treatment which might be adopted 
for the restoration of the parts, I had the gratification to perceive the degree 
of irritation thus far, was sustained by the patient without much inconveni¬ 
ence, affording, at least, assurance of his strength of constitution. 

Premising the treatment at this juncture with an aperient to remove costive¬ 
ness, my next object was to restore as speedily as possible the urine to its 
natural passage. This I happily attained in a reasonable time, by a catheter, 
of a size that, whilst its introduction could be readily effected, its perma¬ 
nency as long as required, did not cause irritation or inconvenience, aided 
of course by local applications to the orifice in the urethra. 

Glad to discover at this stage, that the parts in the vicinity of the disease 
were assuming a healthy condition, my attention was directed to the consti¬ 
tutional treatment of the patient, my principal reliance being opium, which 
though occasionally exhibited at the commencement, was now steadily ad¬ 
ministered in increased quantities, with the addition of more nutritious diet, 
and occasionally wine. This treatment of the case, though protracted about 
five weeks, was eventually successful, resulting in restoration of part to the 
inguinal region, and covering to the testes, with loss of portions of the pre¬ 
puce, glans penis, and cellular structure of the penis. 

Though unconnected with the ease, I will allude to the fact, that no portion 
of the profession have a greater field for the treatment of ulcers, than those 
belonging to the “ military” and “ naval service.” This, as readily appears, 
arises from the materiel in part constituting the ordinary “ soldier and sea¬ 
man.” From much attention to the treatment of ulcers, more especially 
those of the lower extremities, I have found nothing so materially retard 
their cure, as the hairs on, and about them. I could mention many cases, 
in which after untiring efforts to heal an ulcer, the simple removal of the 
hairs matted on the surface thereof, has been followed by a speedy cure. 
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Shipman on Poisoning with Lead. 

A late distinguished “ surgeon,” of the “ United States Navy,” employed 
for the cure of the inert ulcer, particularly of the lower extremities, an ordi¬ 
nary domestic poultice, rendered stimulating by the addition of some spirituous 
liquor. * 

Fort Leavenworth, Mo., Nov. 23, 1842. 


Art. XI .—Poisoning with Lead. By A. B. Shipman, M.D. of Cortland- 

ville, N. Y. 

On the night of the 8th January, 1842, I was called to the village of 
M’Laen, Tompkins Co., to consult with Drs. Hall and Chapman, in relation 
to some cases of poisoning with lead in the family of Mr. Horace Baker. 

The history of the cases, as given by the physicians and family,^s as fol¬ 
lows: about six weeks previously some new cider was poured into a wash 
tub which had been newly painted with white lead and linseed oil, inside 
and out, and the family, consisting of the man, his wife, three or four children 
from the ages of six to two years, and a hired man began drinking it. The 
cider was drunk at meals, the most of it by Baker and his hired man, 
and the least by Mrs. B. and children. The use of it was persevered 
in for nearly four weeks. The family remarked that after a few days the 
cider had a smart pungent flavour, then became dead and flat, and after a few 
days more became more lively, but rather hard. The first effects' were per¬ 
ceived in the children, particularly a small boy who had taken quite libe¬ 
rally of it, and began about two weeks after first commencing its use. Ilis 
mother perceived that his gait was awkward and that he frequently tumbled 
down in crossing the floor, and that he staggered and complained that it hurt 
him to walk, and that his feet pained him, especially the bottoms of them. 
Soon the other children complained in a similar manner; they also com¬ 
plained of feeling sick at the stomach; cutaneous eruptions made their ap¬ 
pearance on the legs, arms and face of a vesicular character. 

The next taken was Baker, then his man, and next Mrs. Baker; as their 
symptoms were nearly alike, I shall describe them in common. The first 
symptom was slight nausea which continued several days, with a load at the 
pit of the stomach, then a soreness and tenderness of the soles of the feet, 
when first getting out of bed in the morning, so much so as to be unable to 
walk without first rubbing them, and then there were pains in the limbs which 
they supposed was rheumatic; cutaneous eruptions also made their appear¬ 
ance. The soreness in the soles of the feet disappeared in the course of the 
day, after taking exercise and getting warm. The next symptom was 
severe colic, pains in the bowels which took place several days subse¬ 
quent to the affection of the feet and legs, and from four to five weeks after 
first commencing the use of the cider. Being now satisfied that the cider 
caused the difficulty, its use was abandoned and a physician called who 
treated them with bleeding, cathartics and anodynes. The symptoms were 
obstinate, and continued so with little abatement for four weeks. The 
bowels were obstinately costive, tongue dry, with a dark streak in the centre; 
abdominal muscles retracted and rigid; anorexia, with little fever and 
scarcely any disturbance of the circulation. Mrs. Baker soon recovered, not 
having taken much of the cider, as did also the children. But Baker and 
La Id his hired ma l were a 'ong ti ne in getting well, and even at this time 



